
Register Here!

Steward An Acre Relaunch

 Protect an acre. Preserve a legacy.

Glenbow Ranch Provincial Park is home to
over 3,200 acres of irreplaceable
grassland in the Bow River Valley—and
every acre matters.

When you Steward an Acre, your support
helps protect wildlife, water, and fragile
ecosystems right here at home. For $50 a
year, you can make a lasting impact, with
100% of your gift going directly to
conservation and education.

 Plus, you’ll receive a charitable tax
receipt.

Your support truly makes a difference!

Get Your Acre Today!

We look forward to share more
frequent and meaningful updates with
you throughout the seasons,
highlighting things like wildflowers,
wildlife, pollinators, and conservation
work happening on the land.

Park Talk Series- May 13

Photography Adventures & Lessons
from the Wild: Join award-winning wildlife
photographer Jo-Anne Oucharek for an
inspiring and story-rich presentation that
blends breathtaking imagery with real-
world lessons learned through a decade of
photographing wildlife across Canada and
beyond. From birds in her own backyard to
remote wilderness adventures in Churchill,
Alaska, the Great Bear Rainforest, and the
Khutzeymateen, Jo-Anne shares how
photography became more than a creative
outlet—it became a way to connect deeply
with nature and advocate for its protection.
This engaging talk goes behind the lens to
explore the experiences, challenges, and
breakthroughs that shaped her
photographic journey.

Plant Profile: Saskatoon

By Braydon Hutchings

If you grew up on the prairies or have spent a
significant amount of time here, you will have likely
heard of Saskatoon and its delicious berries. This
classic prairie fruit has been a staple in the diets of
countless people and animals for thousands of
years. Saskatoon is a prime symbol of prairie
resiliency not only by its plant characteristics but by
what it has provided for prairie inhabitants over the
ages.

Read the full article here! Photo by Blake Weis

Golf Cart Tours Return

Our 2026 season is gearing up, and
adventure is calling-we hope to see you on a
tour soon!

Click for more information!

Volunteer Spotlight!

Meet Alice F., one of our long-time
volunteers whose warmth and
dedication have become a familiar and
welcome presence. Whether she’s
supporting our many school programs or
guiding visitors on walking tours and golf
cart excursions, Alice always brings a
genuine smile and positive energy to
every interaction. With nearly 15 years of
volunteer service, her commitment has
made a lasting impact on both our team
and the community we serve.

Before retiring, Alice worked as a
registered ER nurse, and that same spirit
of care and compassion continues to
shine through in everything she does
here. Family is at the heart of what
matters most to Alice—she treasures
time with her husband, two children, and
four grandchildren. When she’s not
volunteering, you’ll often find her off
exploring new places, embracing her love
of travel and adventure.
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WATER
QUADRANT

Eachhillandcoulee,cliffandbankinGlenbow
RanchProvincialParkwasformedbywater.
Thousandsofyearsago,GlacialLakeCalgarycoveredthisarea.Asthelakereceded,itleft
sand,stone,depressions,andhillsthatwouldlater
transformintothelandyouseebeforeyoutoday.

GlenbowRanchProvincialParkprotectsponds,
marshes,creeks,springs,and10kmofriparian

habitatalongthebanksoftheBowriver.OurParkinhabitants,fromcowstodeertofrogsand
beaversallrelyonthesevariedwatersources

forsurvival.

GLENBOWRANCHPROVINCIALPARK
GRASSLANDS

QUADRANT
GrasslandsaretheheartofGlenbowRanchProvincial
Park.Fescuegrasseshavelongrootsystems,whichare
abletohandleseverewindsandstorewaterforlong,
drysouthernAlbertasummers.Theyareincredible
carbonstorerstoo-storingmorecarbonthansome
full-growntrees!Theirstemsprovidefoodyear-round
(theykeeptheirnutrientsinthewinter)forbirdsand
ungulateslikedeer,moose,andcattle.Asinglefescue
arasscanliveoverahundredyears!Yetonce

destroyed,theyarenearlyimpossibletobringback.

Thenexttimeyouseethesegrasslands,recognize
themforwhattheyare-amazing!

ASPEN
QUADRANT

GlenbowRanchProvincialParkisfullofwide-open
spaces,butsprinkledthroughouttheseopengrasslandsarepocketsofforest,madeuplargelyofaspen.Aspen
treeshave,forthousandsofyears,playedanimportantroleinIndigenouspeoples'everydaylife.Thesetreesare
usedforfirewoodintheirteepees(itdidnotspark)and
thepowderybarkoftheaspenprovidedsunscreento

thetraditionalkeepersoftheselands.

Aspenalsoprovidessheltertoungulates,aregreat
spotsforsmallnests,andprovideshadeforplantslike
cowparsnip,allowingittothrive.Let'snotforgetthe
shadetheyprovideuswhenweareoutonthetrail!

SANDSTONE
QUADRANT

SandstoneisnotonlyageologicalfeatureofthePark,butitplaysa
fascinatingpartinourPark'shistory.Itwasmadefromsandthatwas

sandstone,itislargelyresponsibleforthecreationoftheTownofGlenbowthatoncesatinourPark!

Beginningin1907,Glenbowsandstonewasquarriedformanybuildings
inCalgary,suchasthenewCourthouse,CityHall,anditsLandTitlesOffice.
Withinacoupleofyears,thequarrywasworkingaroundtheclockto
producestonefortheAlbertaLegislatureBuilding.Quarryworkersand
theirfamilieslivedintentsandshacksattheGlenbowtownsite.Aschool.
store,postoffice,andgrainelevatorwerebuiltnearby,butwhenthe
quarryclosed,thetownwasabandoned,anditwasdesertedby1927.
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